
Statements of support for the Next Generation in Agriculture Act: 
 
“Growing up on a family farm, I was fortunate that my dad and grandpa were able to pass down 
their knowledge and skills. As my brothers and I began taking on larger roles on the farm, we 
learned that the rewards in good years can be great – but the challenges in tough years are 
hard to prepare for. Senator Heitkamp’s bill will give important support to programs that help 
young and aspiring farmers get through the tough times that are sure to come. These programs 
are game changers for new farmers and ranchers, and I’m glad Senator Heitkamp is fighting to 
support them.”   

- Cameron Gulleson, Gulleson Farm and Ranch, Rutland, N.D.  
 
“As a young person pursuing a career in agriculture, I am always looking for information and 
resources that benefit my career aspirations and also makes it easier for my peers to pursue 
these types of careers,” said Cole Ketterling, North Dakota FFA State President. “The addition of 
an agricultural youth coordinator at the U.S. Department of Agriculture would further enhance 
USDA’s relationship with youth organizations like FFA and 4-H, and would ensure that the 
interests of our country’s young agricultural leaders are considered and advocated for. North 
Dakota FFA appreciates Senator Heitkamp’s work in supporting the next generation of 
agriculture.” 

- Cole Ketterling, State President, North Dakota FFA Association 
 
“Programs like crop insurance are so important to beginning farmers and ranchers because 
they give you the cushion needed to learn the trade and survive challenges like drought and 
low commodity prices. Prospective farmers and ranchers need education and training to 
navigate their way not only around the farm, but also through the array of programs available 
to support them. That’s why Senator Heitkamp’s bill is so important to helping North Dakota 
farmers and ranchers who are just starting out, as well as the older generations who need to 
know that their kids and grandkids will have the support they need to make agriculture a 
rewarding career.” 

- Ben Kuhn, Kuhn Family Farm and Ranch, Dickinson, N.D.  
 
"As a fourth generation farmer, I'm witnessing the tremendous shifts that are taking place in 
North Dakota with regard to transitioning farmland to the next generation of farmers. This bill 
is a lifeline for farmers like me that are taking the reins at a time of immense uncertainty in the 
farm economy. Starting a farm business right now is an extremely risky venture. Thankfully, 
Senator Heitkamp is reaching across the aisle to come up with common-sense solutions that 
will make it easier for folks like myself to get started." 

- Ross Lockhart, Heart and Soil Farm, Grandin, N.D.  
 
“We need tools that guarantee food security for our nation. Senator Heitkamp’s efforts to 
adequately fund and expand this program is important because it gives young people the 
resources and tools they need to get established in farming or ranching. The ability of a nation 
to feed itself is a matter of national security. This program will help us maintain our highly 
successful system of family farm agriculture.” 



- Mark Watne, President, North Dakota Farmers Union 
 
“Without new generations of farmers, there is no future for American agriculture. The Next 
Generation in Agriculture Act creates a bridge between our current and aspiring farmers by 
facilitating the transfer of skills, knowledge, and resources between generations. The National 
Sustainable Agriculture Coalition applauds Senators Heitkamp and Collins for helping to secure 
a vibrant future for our food and farm economies and for the farmers and families that keep 
those industries strong.”  

- Juli Obudzinski, Deputy Policy Director, National Sustainable Agriculture Coalition  
 
“Agriculture and agricultural education have made a profound impact on my life, and I believe 
the creation of an agricultural youth coordinator would help support the next generation of 
agriculture,” said “We know that there will be 58,000 agricultural jobs available annually in the 
next five years, but a shortfall of 23,000 new professionals pursuing those careers. This position 
will help us encourage today’s youth to pursue careers in food and agriculture.”  

- Piper Merritt, Central Region National Vice President, The National FFA Organization 
Future  

 
"As the majority of our farmers approach retirement age, we need bold action to ensure that 
their legacy continues. Young people across the country are stepping up and looking to be our 
next generation of growers, but they need our help. We applaud Senators Heitkamp and Collins 
for recognizing the urgency of this moment and leading the way on behalf of young farmers. 
The future of farming and the success of our rural communities depend on it."  

- Lindsey Lusher Shute, co-founder and Executive Director of the National Young 
Farmers Coalition 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


